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City earns accolades for hosting sports events

RICHARD CRAVER
Staff Reporter

As the NCAA men’s and wom-
en’s basketball tournaments are
set for tipoff this week, Greens-
boro has gained its own national
sports ranking.

Sports Business Journal has
selected Greensboro as the na-
tion’s No. 2 city for attracting and
hosting sporting events that’s not
the home of a major professional
team in the top-five leagues —

Major League Baseball, Major
League Soccer, National Basket -
ball Association, National Foot-
ball League and National Hockey
League.

Fort Worth, Texas, was ahead
of Greensboro, with Birmingham,
Ala., Louisville, Ky., and Palm
Beach County, Fla., rounding out
the rest of the top five.

Part of the criteria was cities
having their own convention
space, sports venues and dedi-

cated sports commission/Con-
vention and Visitors Bureau staff
as standalone markets.

“This recognition underscores
our city’s unparalleled dedication
to hosting world-class events and
showcases our ability to thrive in
the sports industry,” said Henri
Fourrier, president and chief ex-
ecutive of Greensboro Area Con-
vention and Visitors Bureau.

The ranking was part of the
publication’s second annual Best

Sports Business Cities, which is
focused on the cities “that have
been the most successful at at-
tracting and hosting sporting
events” In the overall ranking,
Orlando, Fla., is tops, followed
by Las Vegas, Los Angeles, Atlanta
and Indianapolis in the top five.
“The comprehensive meth-
odology involved weighing each
city’s contributions, from new
venue constructions to the di-
verse array of hosted events,’

said Abe Madkour, publisher and
executive editor at SBJ. “The re-
sult of this year’s list is not just
aranking, but a testament to the
dedication, competition and dy-
namism within the sports travel
and tourism sector. This list is a
reflection of the cities that have
truly embraced and excelled in the
people-based industry of hosting
remarkable sporting events.”

Please see SPORTS, Page A4
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Margaret Gertrude Beal holds letters from Karen Smith, her childhood pen pal from New Zealand, at her home in Greenshoro
on Feh. 29. The two, who lost touch for decades, met face-to-face for the first time when Gertrude visited New Zealand in

Cone, A&T
confirm
$32M project

‘Significant economic
and medical milestone’
for east Greensboro

RICHARD CRAVER
Staff Reporter

Cone Health and the N.C.
A&T Real Estate Founda-
tion confirmed Monday their
partnership on a $32 million
mixed-use development in east
Greensboro branded as The Re-
surgent.

The development, which
will begin its first phase in late
April, is being focused on re-
vitalizing the area around East
Market Street near Benbow
Road, across from N.C A&T
and close to U.S. 29. It features
a54,000-square-foot building.

The ownership stake will be
60% the N.C. A&T foundation
and 40% Cone.

The groups said the project
“marks a significant economic
and medical milestone for the
region.”

Please see CONE, Page A4
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